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Plato’s ‘nuptial’ number and the decline of Kallipolis

Handout

PL, Resp. VIII, 545¢-547a

Introduction
(cf. T1)

[545c7-d7] Problem to be tackled: how does the aristocracy’s degeneration take place?
[
Explaining political  [546al-3] First explanation: “everything that comes into being must decay”.
[546a3-b4
[546b4-5

545d7-546al] Invocation of the Muses and preliminary characterization of their speech.

degeneration (cf. T 2) [546a3-b4] Second explanation: periods of fruitfulness and barrenness.

Mathematical section [546b4-5] Mention of the perfect and geometric numbers, which pertain to the divine
(cf. T3) and human sphere respectively.
546b5-c2] Conditions to be fulfilled so as to establish a rational, commensurable ratio.
546¢2-c7] Instructions for calculating the two harmonies.

(cf. T4) 546d3-547a6] Intermixing of gold and bronze, silver and iron (cf. Hesiod’s myth).

[546b5-c2
[546¢2-c7

Numbers’ nuptial role [546¢7-d3] Role of the geometric number with respect to marriages and births.
[

Conclusion (cf. T1) [547a7-8

547a7-8] Glaucon’s reaction to the Muses’ speech and Socrates’ closing reply.

Q1 Do the Muses intend to deceive us, or should we take them seriously? [cf. T 1]
Q2 What explains the fatal miscalculation of the geometric number by the rulers? [cf. T2, T 6, T 7]

03 Does the calculation of the geometric number admit a solution? If yes, which is the most convincing?
[cf. T 3; diagrams on pp. 4-5 of the handout]

04 How does the so-called nuptial number impact the timing of marriages and births and thus the
eventual collapse of Kallipolis? [cf. T4, T 10, T 11, T 12]

T1 PL, Resp. VIII, 545c7-546al; 547a7-8 (ed. Slings)

®épe Totvov, v &' £y, nmpd)usea Aéyew Tiva rp(’)nov nuOKpom'a yévon av €& dptGpratiag 1} T00e pEv amiodv, dtu
maca nohrsux petofarrel €€ adtod Tod Exovtog Tag dpyac, dtav v owro) rovrm cwotg syysvnmt OpovoobvTog 6¢, Kav
mévo dAiyov 7, addvatoy Kwnenvm "Eott yap obtw. IIdg odv &1, gimov, & Fhavkov, 1} ToMG fpiv kvnoicetat, Kol T
GTOGLIC0VGLY 01 £mikovpot Kol ol GpyovTeg TPOg GAANAOLG T€ Kol Tpog E0vtodc; T fovAet, domep Ounpog, edydueda
toic Movoaig gimeiv Nuiv <énwg oM mpdTov> 6TAclg <EUmEse™, Kol AUEV aDTAS TPAYIKDG MG TPOG TAidog TG
noufovcag kai Epecynrovsoc, Mg 81 omovdii Aeyovsac, hymioloyovpévag Aéyev; Tdg; ‘Q8é nwe. [...] Kai opodc ', Eon,
ot amokpivecOon prcopey. Koi yép, v 8' &yd, avéykn Modoog ye odoac.

Well, then, let’s try to explain how timocracy emerges from aristocracy. Or is it a simple principle that the
cause of change in any constitution is civil war breaking out within the ruling group itself, but that if this group
— however small it is — remains of one mind, the constitution cannot be changed? — Yes, that’s right. — How,
then, Glaucon, will our city be changed? How will civil war arise, either between the auxiliaries and the rulers
or within either group? Or do you want us to be like Homer and pray to the Muses to tell us ‘how civil war
first broke out?’' And shall we say that they speak to us in tragic tones and sublime style, as if they were in
earnest, playing and jesting with us as if we were children? — What will they say? — Something like this [...].
And we’ll declare that what the Muses say is right. — It must be, since they’re Muses. (Transl. by G.M.A.
Grube, rev. C.D.C. Reeve modified).

"' Hom., /1. 16.112-113 (adaptation).
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T2  Pl, Resp. VIII, 546al-b4 (ed. Slings)

YOAETOV pEV KivnOfjvar oAy 00T® cuetdcoy: AL €mel yevouéve mavti gBopd €ativ, 003’ 1) TOl T GVGTAGLG TOV dravTa
HeVel xpdvov, G AvBnoetal. ADolg 6€ 1de: ov Hdvov LTI Eyyeiotg, GAAL Kol €v Emtyeiog {molg popd Kai dpopio
Yoy T€ Kol COUATOV YiyvovTol, dTav mepLTpomal £KAGTOIS KOKAMY TEPLPOPAG GLUVATTOGL, Bpoyvfiols pev Bpayvmdpoug,
évavtiolg 8¢ évavtioc. yévoug 8¢ VUeTépov ghyoviag e Kol aeopioc, kaimep Gvieg co@oi, odg Myeudvag ToOremg
Emandevoacbs, 000EV pAAAOV Aoyioud peT' aictnoemg tev&ovtal, AAAY TAPELGLY ADTOVG KOi YEVVIIGOVGL TOAdGG TOTE OV
déov.

“It is hard for a city composed in this way to change, but everything that comes into being must decay. Not
even a constitution such as this will last forever. It, too, must face dissolution. And this is how it will be
dissolved. All plants that grow in the earth, and also all animals that grow upon it, have periods of fruitfulness
and barrenness of both soul and body as often as the revolutions complete the circumferences of their circles.
These circumferences are short for the short-lived, and the opposite for their opposites. Now, the people you
have educated to be leaders in your city, even though they are wise, still won’t, through calculation together
with sense perception, hit upon the fertility and barrenness of the human species, but it will escape them, and
so they will at some time beget children when they ought not to do so”. (Transl. by G.M.A. Grube, rev. C.D.C.
Reeve).

T3 PL, Resp. VIII, 546b4-c7 (ed. Slings)

got1 88 Ogim pev yevwntd mepiodog fiv apdpoc mepthopPaver téhetoc, dvOpomein 88 &v O mpdTm ovéncelc Suvapevai te
Kol OLVOGTEVOUEVOL, TPEIG ATOGTAGELS, TETTAPOG 08 OPOoLS Aafodcat OPOOHVIMV TE KOl AVOLOIOVVTOVY Kol aEOVT®mV Kol
POWVOVTOV, TTAVTO TPOGTYopa Kai PNTa TpOC dAANAC dmégnvay: Gv énitprrog mOuny mepmddt culvyeic ddo appoviec
mapéyetar Tpig avéndeis, v pev ionv icdkig, £KoTOV TOCOVTAKIG, TNV 0& iCOUNKN UEV Tf], TPOUNKT O, EKATOV UEV
aplOU®V Ao SPETP@V PNTOV TEUTAO0C, SEOUEV®V EVOG EKAGTOV, APPNTOV 6€ dVOTV, EKATOV 08 KOV TPLESOG.

“For a divine creature, there is a cycle comprehended by a perfect number. For a human being, it is the first
number in which are found root and square increases, comprehending three intervals and four terms, made of
similar and dissimilar numbers, waxing and waning numbers, that render all things mutually agreeable and
rational in their relations to one another. Their basic ratio of four and three, married with five, give two
harmonies when thrice increased. One of them is a square, so many times a hundred. The other is of equal
length one way but oblong. One of its sides is one hundred squares of the rational diagonal of five diminished
by one each or one hundred squares of the irrational diagonal diminished by two each. The other side is a
hundred cubes of three”. (Transl. by G.M.A. Grube, rev. C.D.C. Reeve modified).

T4  Pl, Resp. VIII, 546¢7-547a6 (ed. Slings)

ovuTag 88 00TOC APIOUOC YEMUETPIKOS, TOLOVTOV KDPLOC, GUEVOVOV TE KOL YEIPOVOV YEVEGEMY, i BTAV (yVOGaVTES DUV
ol pOAaKEC GLVOIKILWGY VOUQOG VOUPIOLC TTapd Katpdv, 0UK EDQUELC 00" EDTLYELS TAideC EGOVTaL BV KATAGTHGOVGL IEV
100G GpioToug oi mpdTepotL, Bumg 88 dvieg Avaciol, gic TaG TV TaTépmv ad duvAauels EMOVTES, U@V TpdTov dpEovtol
aueleiv @OAokeg Ovteg, mop' Ehortov TOD SEOVTOC MYNOAUEVOL TO LOVGIKTG, de0TEPOV OE TAL YUUVOOTIKTG, O0ev
(LLLOVGATEPOL YEVAGOVTOL DUV Ol VEOL. €K O€ TOVT@V APYOVTEG 0D TAVL PLACKIKOL KATAGTOOVTUL TPOG TO SOKIUALEY TA
‘Howod0v € Kol To op' DUV yévn, ¥pucodv Te Kol Apyvpodv kol yoAkoDv kol o1dnpodv: Opod 08 HyEvTog o1dnpod apyvpd
Ko xoAkoD PLGEH GVOLOLOTNG £YYEVAGETOL KOl AvOLOAin AvapHOGTOC, 6 YEVOLEVD, 0D v dyyévntal, del TikTel TOAEUOV
Kod ExOpov. <TG TOL YEVERC> AP PAval elval GTAGLY, SOV av yiyvnTat dei.

“This whole geometric number controls better and worse births. And when your rulers, through ignorance of
these births, join brides and grooms at the wrong time, the children will be neither good natured nor fortunate.
The older generation will choose the best of these children but they are unworthy nevertheless, and when they
acquire their fathers’ powers, they will begin, as guardians, to neglect us Muses. First, they will have less
consideration for music and poetry than they ought, then they will neglect physical training, so that your young
people will become less well educated in music and poetry. Hence, rulers chosen from among them won’t be
able to guard well the testing of the golden, silver, bronze, and iron races, which are Hesiod’s and your own’.
The intermixing of iron with silver and bronze with gold that results will engender lack of likeness and
unharmonious inequality, and these always breed war and hostility wherever they arise. Civil war, we declare,
is always and everywhere ‘of this lineage””. (Transl. by G.M.A. Grube, rev. C.D.C. Reeve).

2 Cf. Hes., Op. 106-201.
3 Hom., 11. 6.211 and 20.241.
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TS  Pl, Tim. 27d5-28a4 (cf. also Tim. 32b8-c4; 38b6-7)

"Eottv odv 81 kat' duny 86&av mpdTov Soipetéov Tade’ Tl TO OV diel, Yéveotv 8 ok Exov, ko Tl TO yryvouevov v det,
dv 82 ovdémote; TO pev 1) vonoel petd Adyov TEPIANTTOV, el Kotd TanTd dv, 0 &' ab 86&n pet' oicOncEng GAGYOL
30EaGTOV, YIyvOHEVOV Kol ATOAADUEVOV, dvTmg 8¢ 0VdEmOoTE OV.

As I see it, then, we must begin by making the following distinction: What is that which always is and has no
becoming, and what is that which becomes but never is? The former is grasped by understanding, which
involves a reasoned account. It is unchanging. The latter is grasped by opinion, which involves unreasoning
sense perception. It comes to be and passes away, but never really is. (Transl. by D.J. Zeyl).

T6  Procl, in Remp. 11, 6.22-28; 79.13-17 (ed. Kroll) (cf. also 70.26-71.3)

fiv anod tiig aictnoews Epedkvodpevor, Tpaypoteiog ToAAfg deopévng kol dyadiig Thyng €ig TO pn moAAL ToldTa TTOiEY
Kol <POMG o1’ Apvdp@v Opydvmv> TaAn0eg EAETV ioyLoVONG, TOV HEV AOYIoUOV EEGVTN TG EmkAmaOnoopévng EEovat T
molteig Aoemg, TNV 8¢ aicOnov Taig £avtiig Tapopacesy aitioy TV £V TOIG AOYIGUOTG TaPa TOIG LET' adTOVG (pYovsY
AUOPTNUATOV AToeaivovoty [...]. TadTny 88 1 TV GoedV apyovtv 10D Kapod Tod 3E0VTOg gig TOVG YAOVG TAPOPACLS,
00 TTAVL YEVVIGOO0 PLUAOKIKOUS GvEpag, Aoyloud HEV ¥poUEVOVY EKEvaV HeT' aicBncems, Tiig 6¢ aictnoewmc év Tij Oswpig
70D KOpoD TO ATapaAOYIGTOV UT| £X0VONG.

Since they had deduced the appropriate time from sense perception — and it requires much diligence and good
fortune to avoid many such errors and [it requires] strength to detect the truth “with difficulty through dull
organs” — they will hold that the calculation will have no role in the fated dissolution of the constitution but
they show that sense perception by its own inadequacy is the cause of the errors in the calculations by the
rulers that come after them. [...]. And it was the false vision that the wise rulers had of the appropriate time
necessary for marriages that caused this, when [their false vision] engendered men who were not entirely up
to the standard of being Guardians. This was because those [wise rulers] used reasoning together with
perception, but perception does not possess the infallibility that lies in the intellectual contemplation of the
appropriate time. (Transl. by D. Baltzly, J. Finamore, and G. Miles, forthcoming).

T7  Pl, Theaet. 195c6-d3; 195e8-b3; 196¢c4-6

{ZQ.} OV dvuoyepaive povov AL Kai d8dotka &tt dmokpvodpon év Tig Epntal pe ““Q Takpatec, nbpnKkag 81 yevdi
d0&av, 6t ovte €V Tdic aictfoecitv EoTL TPOg AAANAaG 00T &V Taig Stavoiaug GAN' &v T cuvayel aicHncemg Tpog didvotay;”
Mo o8 éy(b otpon KEAAOTILOHEVOC (1')@ TLNOPNKOTOV NUBYV KAAOV [...]. {ZQ.} Ti ov; oiel TvaL TdOTOTE ADTOV £V AT
TEVTE Kol T4, AEY® 08 ) av@pomovg ama Kol TévTe npo@susvov GKOTELY und' dAlo toobTov, AN 00T TEVTE Kol £MTA,

& eopev €xel pvnueia &v 1@ SKuaysm) glvon kol yevdii v owrmg ovK £ivot Soi(xcsou TadTe AT & TIC owep(mt(ov n&]
TOTOTE EGKEYUTO AEYMV TPOG AOTOV Kol EPMTAOV noca mot' éotiv, Kol 6 pév TIg elmev oindeic Evdexa ovtd etva, 6 62
dmdexa, | mhvteg Aéyovoi e kai olovrar dddexa ot eivar; {OEAL} OV pé tov Afo, dALd moAkol 81 kai Evieka: dav 88
ve év mheiovt aplOu@d TG oromiital, LOAAOV GOAALETAL. ofuou Yap o€ mepl Tovtog [pdArov] apBupod Adyew [...]. {£Q.}
OvkodV EAL 6TI0DV Sel dmogaively To T Wevdti So&alewv §| Sravoiog mpog aicOnoty mapariayny. i yép todt' fv, 0Ok &v
TOTE €V AVTOIG TOIG SLvONUaGY EYevdopeda.

SOCRATES: I am not only annoyed; I am alarmed. [ am afraid of what I may say if someone asks me: ‘So,
Socrates, you’ve discovered false judgment, have you? You have found that it arises not in the relation of
perceptions to one another, or of thoughts to one another, but in the connecting of perception with thought?’ I
believe I am very likely to say ‘Yes’, with an air of flattering myself upon our having made some beautiful
discovery [...]. SOCRATES: Well, now, take the case where a man is considering five and seven within
himself — I don’t mean seven men and five men, or anything of that sort, but five and seven themselves; the
records, as we allege, in that waxen block, things among which it is not possible that there should be false
judgment. Suppose he is talking to himself about them, and asking himself how many they are. Do you think
that in such a case it has ever happened that one man thought they were eleven and said so, while another
thought and said that they were twelve? Or do all men say and all men think that they are twelve?
THEAETETUS: Oh, good Heavens, no; lots of people would make them eleven. And with larger numbers
they go wrong still more often — for I suppose what you say is intended to apply to all numbers [...].
SOCRATES: Then we shall have to say that false judgment is something other than a misapplication of thought
to perception; because if this were so, we could never be in error so long as we remained within our thoughts
themselves. (Transl. by M.J. Levett, rev. M. Burnyeat).



Reckoning the two harmonies...

a) 1% harmony
2" harmony

b) 1* harmony
2" harmony
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36 x 100 = 12.960.000
4.800 x 2.700 = 12.960.000

100 x (36 + 64) = 3.600 + 6.400 = 10.000
100 x (27 +48) =2.700 + 4.800 = 7.500

Plato, Resp. 546b-c (ed. Slings)

Proclus, in Remp. 11, Essay 13, see esp. § 35, cf. also §§ 23, 27

546b5-6: &v O TpMOTEO ADENGELS
duvapeval te Kol SuVACTEVOUEVAL

duvapeval te kai duvactevoueval: “roots” and “squares”

546b6-7: tpeilg AmOGTACELS,
tétTapas 6¢ dpovg Aafodoat

**% (36.7-9)
[presumably: “three intervals” and “four terms”, cf. 36.21-23; 37.14]

546b7-c1: dpotovvtav te Kol
GLVOLLOLOVVTOV Kol 0DEOVTOV Kol
eOwovIoV

opoovVTOV: “similar” numbers (e.g. x* or x°)
dvopotovvtav: “dissimilar” numbers (e.g. Xy, X’y or Xy?)
av&ovToV: “waxing” numbers (x°y, where y > x) [“planks”]
POWoVTOV: “waning” numbers (y*x, where y > x) [“bricks”]

546¢1-2: mavta Tpoonyopa Kol
PNTO TPOG AAANAL ATEQNVOV*

Roots and squares, similar and dissimilar numbers are arranged in a
ion wi u i X IXYy YK
roportion with “four terms” and “three intervals”: X : X’y : y’X : y°

546¢2-3: GV énitprrog TLONY
nepndol cvluyeig

4 : 3 (“married” with 5)

546¢3: dVo appoviag TopéyeTat
Tpig avénbeig

y:x=4:3 — 1pic adénOeic: “threefold increased” (x— x*— x°)
4:3%(or:3x3x3:4x4x4)

(3x3x3)=27 (“similar”)

(4x4x4)=064 (“similar”)

(3 x 3 x 4) =36 (dissimilar, “waxing”)

(4 x 4 x 3) = 48 (dissimilar, “waning”)

Four-terms proportion: 3°: 3%x4 : 4°x3 : 4° =27 : 36 : 48 : 64
36+64=100;27+48="75

546¢3-5: v pév ionv isdxic,
EKATOV TOGOVTAKIG, TNV 08
iCOpUNKN HEV Ti], TpOUN KT O

TV P&V ... tocavtakig: 100 x 100 = 10.000 (1% harmony — “square”)
[100=36+64=(3x3x4)+4=6"+4]

™y 8¢ ... mpounkm 8¢: 75 x 100 = 7.500 (2" harmony — “oblong)
[75=27+48 =3+ (4x4x3)]

546¢5-6: éxatov pev apoudv amd
SWPETPOV PNTAOV TEUTASOG,
SEOUEV@V £VOG EKAGT®V, APPNTOV
o¢ dvoiv

neundoog: a square having sides whose length is 5, whose

irrational diagonal D (81etpog éppnrog) is V50

rational diagonal D* (S16petpog prog) is V49 =7
cf. §23 and §27 to find D* with side- and diagonal-numbers (“elegant
theorem”), starting by [L : D*]=[1:1]

L=d+1 D¥*=d+21
1+1=2 1+2x1)=3
342=5 3+(2x2)=7

apOudv amo: V50% = 50; V492 =49 [D¥—D*=+ 1, i.e. 50-49 = 1]
SPETPOV PNTAV, deopévav Evog: 49—1 = 48;

<SupéTpev> appNTev, <dcopévav> dvoiv: 50-2 = 48

ékatov: 100 — 48 x 100 = 4.800

546¢6-7: ékatov 8¢ KOPmv
TPLIO0G

100 x 3* =100 x 27 =2.700
(4.800 +2.700 = 7.500, i.e. 2" harmony)
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How to represent the geometrical number?

K
The two harmonies:
100
ZKFE = 1* harmony o
GZEC = 2" harmony F
A 2 L
Resp. 546¢5-6 (4.800) — BZED VAL 3
Resp. 546¢6-7 (2.700) — GBDC 100
G \7 48 4
100
100
Cf. McNamee-Jacovides (2003: 49)
C D E

T8 Ar., Pol. 1316a1-20

€v 8¢ 1) [oltelq Aéyeton pev mepl TV petafor®dv DO T0D Z®KPATOVS, OV HEVTOL AEyETOL KOAMG. TG T€ Yap apioTng
moMTelog Kol TpdTNC 0BoMg 0O Aéyel THY petaforny idioc. enol yap aitiov eivan 1o pm) pévety pmOEv AL &v Tivi epddo
petadArery, apymyv &' etvar todtmy “oOVv énitprroc mOuny mepmddt culuyeic Svo dppoviag mapéyetar”, Aéymv dtav 6 Tod
Sraypappoatog aptOpog TovTo yévital 6TePEOS, MG TTG PVOEDS TOTE PLOVGTG PAVAOVS Kol KPEITTOVG TG Tadeiog, ToUTo
p&v odv otd Aéymv fowg od koxde (8voéyetar yap eivai tvag odg moudevdijvon kol yevésbou omovdaiong Gvpag
advvatov), aAL' an i v id1og €in petafoin tijg OI' Ekeivov Aeyopévng dpiotng molteiog padAlov fj T@V GAA®V TOGHV
Kol TV YIyVOUEVOV TAVT®V; Kol S1d ye TOV Ypovov, dt' Ov Aéyel mhvta petaPariety, kai T un duo ap&apeve yiyvesbot
o petafdArer, olov &l Tf| TpoTépa NUEPQ EyEveTo THG TPOTHG, B dpo peTafdAlet; TPOC 8& TovTolg S1it Tiv' aitiay &k
TO0TNG €16 TNV AUKOVIKTV LETAPAALEL, TAEOVAKIG YO €iG TNV EvavTioy petafdiiovot ndoat ai moAttelon fj TV cOVEYYLG.
In the Republic of Plato, Socrates treats of revolutions, but not well, for he mentions no cause of change which
peculiarly affects the first or perfect state. He only says that the cause is that nothing is abiding, but all things
change in a certain cycle; and that the origin of the change consists in those numbers “of which 4 and 3, married
with 5, furnish two harmonies” (he means when the number of this figure becomes solid); he conceives that
nature at certain times produces bad men who will not submit to education; in which latter particular he may
very likely be not far wrong, for there may well be some men who cannot be educated and made virtuous. But
why is such a cause of change peculiar to his ideal state, and not rather common to all states, or indeed, to
everything which comes into being at all? And is it by the agency of time, which, as he declares, makes all
things change, that things which did not begin together, change together? For example, if something has come
into being the day before the completion of the cycle, will it change with things that came into being before?
Further, why should the perfect state change into the Spartan? For governments more often take an opposite
form than one akin to them. (Transl. by J. Barnes).

T9  Plut, Dels. et Os. 373F-374A

Aiyvrtiovg ' dv Tig gikdogle TOV TPLYOVOV TO KOAMGTOV <TIUAV> HAAMGTO TOVT® TV TOD TOVTOG PUGLY OHOLODVTOG, MG
kai [TAGtov &v i moAteiq (546b) dokel Tovtw mpookeypicOol TO YoURAIOV didypape GUVTATTOV. Exel &' EKEVO TO
Tpiyovov Tpidv Vv Tpog Opbiav kai tettdpv TV Paotv kai tévte v vroteivovoay iGov Taig meplexoboag Suvapevny.
gikaoTéov 0DV THY P&V Tpdg 0pdiav Eppevi, THy & Bacty Onleiq, v 8' vroteivovsay AUEoiv &yyove: kol Tov pév Octpty
o¢ apynv, ™y &' “Towv dg Hrodoyhv, ToV §' ‘Qpov Mg AmoTédesio. To P&V Yip Tpia TPMTOC TEPIGGOC E0TL Kol TELELOG TAL
8¢ TéTtapa TETPAYOVOG Ao TALLPAG ApTiov THG dVAdOS T O& TEVTE T UEV TQ TOTPL TTH| O& Tf| UNTPL TPOGEOIKEV EK
P0G Guykeipeva Kol dVAOOG.

One might conjecture that the Egyptians hold in high honour the most beautiful of the triangles, since they
liken the nature of the Universe most closely to it, as Plato in the Republic seems to have made use of it in
formulating his figure of marriage. This triangle has its upright of three units, its base of four, and its
hypotenuse of five, whose power is equal to that of the other two sides. The upright, therefore, may be likened
to the male, the base to the female, and the hypotenuse to the child of both, and so Osiris may be regarded as
the origin, Isis as the recipient, and Horus as perfected result. Three is the first perfect odd number: four is a
square whose side is the even number two; but five is in some ways like to its father, and in some ways like to
its mother, being made up of three and two. (Transl. by F.C. Babbitt).

5



HPhil Seminar, University of Lisbon, 17/11/2022
Laura Marongiu (Universita di Milano Statale)

T 10 Pl Resp. 111, 415b3-7; 415¢5-7 (ed. Slings)

T0ic 0OV EpYOVGL Kai Tp@dToV Kai péAota mapoyyEAlel 6 0e6g, Smmg undevog obitm eviakeg dyadoi Esovran pnd' obto
6(Odpa PLAAEOVGL UNSEV MG TOVG EKYOVOLG, OTL ANTOIC TOVTMOV &V TOAC YVYOig Tapapépektat [...], dg xpnopod dvrog
toTE TNV TOAV SrapBapiivar, dtov adTiv 0 61dnpodg EOAAE | 0 YaAkoDg LAGEY.

“So the first and most important command from the god to the rulers is that there is nothing that they must
guard better or watch more carefully than the mixture of metals in the souls of the next generation [...], for

there is an oracle which says that the city will be ruined if it ever has an iron or a bronze guardian”. (Transl.
by G.M.A. Grube, rev. C.D.C. Reeve).

T11 PlL, Resp. V, 459¢9-d6; 459¢1-5; 460a8-10 (ed. Slings)

oLV TA WeDdEL Kol Tf} dmdty Kvduvedel Uiy denoewv xpfiabot Tovg dpyovtag £’ deeAiq TGV dpyouévov. Epapey O¢ T
0V &v papubKkov £idet mévto T TotadTa ypricipo sivat. Koi opdidg ye, Epn. Ev toic yépoig toivoy kol moudomotioig £olke
70 0pBOV ToUTO Yiyveshon 0vk ErdytoTov [...]. kai TabTa mavTa yryvopeva Aavidvew TN avtodg Todg dpxoviag, &l ad
ayéAn Tdv eLUAGK®V 6Tt pdAlota dotaciootog Eotat. Opbotata, Een [...]. KAfpor 01 Tiveg oipon momtéot kopyoi, dote
TOV PadAOV EKEIVOV aiTdcOul £9' EKAOTNG GLUVEPEEMS TOYXNV GALYL UT) TOLG GpYOVTOG.

It looks as though our rulers will have to make considerable use of falsehood and deception for the benefit of
those they rule. And we said that all such falsehoods are useful as a form of drug. — And we were right. — Well,
it seems we were right, especially where marriages and the producing of children are concerned [...]. And this
must all be brought about without being noticed by anyone except the rulers, so that our herd of guardians
remains as free from dissension as possible. — That’s absolutely right [...]. Then there’ll have to be some
sophisticated lotteries introduced, so that at each marriage the inferior people we mentioned will blame luck
rather than the rulers when they aren’t chosen. — There will. (Transl. by G.M.A. Grube, rev. C.D.C. Reeve).

Harmonies & Cycles* ¥ cycle 2" cycle 3" cycle
Men — 1* harmony 0—10.000 days 10.000 — 20.000 days 20.000 —30.000 days
=10000 days = ca. 27,5 years | =ca.(0—27,5 years =ca. 27,5 — 55 years = ca. 55— 82,5 years
Women — 2™ harmony 0—7.500 days 7.500 — 15.000 days 15.000 —22.500 days
= 7500 days = ca. 20,5 years =ca. 0—20,5 years = ca. 20,5 — 41 years =ca. 41 - 61,5 years

T12 Pl Resp. V, 460el-461a2 (ed. Slings) (cf. Resp. V, 459b1-3 and Leg. VI, 772d-e; 785b)

Ap' 0DV 601 GUVSOKET HETPLOC XPOVOC GKUAC T Elkkost T Yuvanki, avdpi 8¢ té Tprécovta; Ta moio avtédv; Eon. Tuvakd
pév, v &' &yd, apEapévn Gmd eikoolETIS0C UéypL TETTAPAKOVTALTISOE TIKTEW Tfj TOAeL dvdpi 88, mnedav v d&vtdnv
dpopov dxuny mapf], TO 4rd TOVTOL YEVVAV Tf] TOAEL HEYPL TEVTIEKAUTEVTNKOVIOETOVG. APPOTEPMV YOOV, EQT), AT AKUT
CONATOG TE KO (PPOVICEDG,.

Do you share the view that a woman’s prime lasts about twenty years e and a man’s about thirty? — Which
years are those? — A woman is to bear children for the city from the age of twenty to the age of forty, a man
from the time that he passes his peak as a runner until he reaches fifty-five. — At any rate, that’s the physical
and mental prime for both. (Transl. by G.M.A. Grube, rev. C.D.C. Reeve).

T13 Pl Leg. VI, 775b6-c4

o0V &1 mepl Yauovg éomondardta, &V oic ELEPova LAAGTO Elval TPETEL VOUQNV Kol voueiov petaBoAtv ob cutkpay Biov
petoddTTovtag, dpo 8¢ Kai To yevwmpevov 6mmg 8t padiota €& Epppovmv del yiyvntar oxedov yop ddniov oroia vo& fj
Q&G avTO YeVVIoEeL petd Beod.

On the day of their wedding particularly, when they are at a turning-point in their lives, bride and groom ought
to show restraint, so as to make as sure as they can (it being practically impossible to tell the day or night in
which by the favor of God conception will take place) that any child they may have should have parents who
were sober when they conceived him. (Transl. by T.J. Saunders).’

4 Cfr. Gaiser (1998 [1974]: 108).
5 This research is part of a project which has received funding from the European Research Council (ERC) under the
Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme (Grant agreement No. 758145).
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